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Lanzer de Souza (1991) described Lethocerus para- 
ensis, based on a single female specimen from Para 
State, Brazil. She included it within the species group 
with a sharp spine at the inner ventral projection of 
the hind tibia. When separating it from L. maximus 
De Carlo, she used the ratio between the length of 
the tarsi and claw of fore leg, the carinated inter- 
oculus, the truncated prosternal keel, and the length 
of the pronotum. These characters do not allow its 
identification as a valid species. The author described 
the color pattern, which is variable according to the 
method and quality of fixation, and noted a dark- 
brownish patch extending through the interoculus, 
which was already noted by De Carlo (1930, 1964) 
in L. maximus. The rest of the described color pattern 
was seen in some of the examined specimens. She 
also described a slight carina in the interoculus. 

After comparing the holotype of L. paraensis with 
L. maximus, | conclude that a very slight carina exists 
in both. In L. maximus it was ignored by the authors 
who formerly revised the genus (Menke, 1963; De 
Carlo, 1938, 1964; Schnack, 1976), perhaps because 
it is small in comparison to other species with a cari- 
nated interoculus. This extremely slight carina may 
have lead to the characterization of the interoculus in 
L. paraensis as "slightly carinated". Lanzer de Souza 
stated that the clypeus of this species exceeds the ocu- 
lar line, but this feature was found in all the species of 
the genus examined. The pronotum proportions and 
sockets described by Lanzer de Souza, are similar to 
those of L. maximus. The prosternal keel of L. maxi- 
mus usually has a sharpened apex, even though in 
three specimens labeled as metatypes by De Carlo 
truncated keels were observed. The slighly trun- 
cated apex of L. paraensis could be considered an 
individual variation. She stated that the claws of 
the fore legs are longer than the tarsi. In her paper, 
it is evident that this is the other way round. The 
measures published are (in mm): length of claw of fore 
leg, 2.5; first tarsus, 1.7; second tarsus, 1.5. By adding 
these values one obtains 3.2 for the tarsi vs. 2.5 for the 
claw, which demonstrate that the ratio is the same as 
in L. maximus (Figs. 1, 2). Lanzer de Souza gave a 
series of external body measures, all coincident to those 
of L. maximus. 

| conclude that L. paraensis and L. maximus are 
conspecific and that the former should be 
synonymyzed under the latter. 


Material examined. ARGENTINA. 1 female, Sal- 
ta, 5-VI-1960, Bachmann coll. (MACN). BOLIVIA. 
1 female allotype, Sta. Cruz de la Sierra, Mazza coll., 
33267 (MACN); 1 male, Sta. Cruz, IIl-1955, Martinez 
coll., 53689 (MACN). BRASIL. L. paraensis, holotype 
female, Para, rio Tocantins, Tucuruí, Ihla do Germo- 
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Figs. 1, 2. 1, L. maximus; 2, L. paraensis. Scale = 1 cm. 


plasma, X-1987, Almir coll. (INPA). L. maximus, 1 male 
(MLP); 3 females, Corumbá, 1993, N. Diaz coll. (MLP). 
PARAGUAY. 1 male, holotype, 33269 (MACN); Pto. 
Pinasco, XII-1934, Ropoff coll. (MACN). VENEZUE- 
LA. 6 females and 9 males, Represa de Calabozo, 
Guaricó, 20-V-1963. Bordón & Martinez coll. 
(MACN); 1 female paratype, San Fernando de Apu- 
re, Apure, 1923. M. G. coll., 33268 (MACN). 
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